
EASTER 5: 2026 

What did Bill Skankly famously say? 

“Some people believe football is a matter of life and death, I 
am very disappointed with that attitude. I can assure you it is 
much, much more important than that.” 

Well, to Ipswich supporters… 

For Spurs supporters like me…. 

Back to today’s Gospel, it is so well known we can almost take 
it for granted; it is, arguably, over-used at funerals. But it is 
undeniably referencing ‘a matter of life and death’ whether it 
is a description of the first Christian martyr, St Stephen, or 
more likely, the loss of someone in our family, a partner, 
colleague or friend. I commend to you the link in this week’s 
E-News, of Simon Pitcher’s wonderful eulogy for his Dad, a 
former Rector of Framlingham and Woodbridge. I could not 
do that at my own father’s funeral.  

Another relative at David’s funeral sang a very moving solo 
version of the anthem sung by our choir last week; it always 
makes me smile, the title tune of the Vicar of Dibley! ‘The 
Lord is my Shepherd’ (in this case by Howard Goodall) is also 
widely referenced as an image of comfort and compassion 
and protection. “I am the Good Shepherd” we heard last 
week, and this week, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life.” 

It is as if Jesus is speaking to us by name and reminding us, 
urging us all, to rejoice in the promise and hope of Easter and 



the invitation is not only inclusive, it is open-ended. Isn’t that 
also the ‘strapline’ used by Christian Aid? “We believe in life 
before death.” 

The great St Augustine famously said something much more 
pertinent than Bill Shankly… “We are an Easter people and 
Alleluia is our Song” 

That’s what we have to believe in our hearts before we can 
then start to sing and shine. I believe our King did that last 
week when there were perhaps many doubters that any good 
could come - from meeting and speaking in the company of 
Trump’s ‘army’ - and a petulant, vainglorious and vindictive 
one at that.  

For me personally and I hope for you too, that wonderful and 
smiley meeting with our new Archbishop and Pope was much 
more than a diplomatic gesture. This is what Sarah Mullally 
said:  

“In our world today, we are called to live and to preach the 
gospel with renewed clarity. In the face of inhuman violence, 
deep division, and rapid social change, we must keep telling a 
more hopeful story: that every human life has infinite value 
because we are precious children of God; that the human 
family is called to live as sisters and brothers; that we must 
therefore work together for the common good – always 
building bridges, never walls; that the poorest among us are 
closest to the heart of God; and that the forces of death are 
overcome by the risen life of Christ. This is the vision of Jesus 



Christ – it must be where we fix our eyes in the years to 
come.” 

This is better than any address I can give! She continued: 

“In our ecumenical journey, I believe the Holy Spirit is inviting 
us into a deeper practice of hospitality – not simply as 
welcome, but as a form of ministry: a willingness to make 
space for one another as those created in the image of God 
and called to grow more fully into his likeness. Already we 
receive from one another gifts we cannot generate alone: 
depth in prayer, courage in witness, perseverance in suffering, 
and faithfulness in service. In these, our common witness is 
strengthened.” Well, AMEN to that! We mustn’t stop hearing 
the Easter Gospel because it is so familiar. We have to keep 
with the task of ‘translation’ and unpicking, even 
interrogating how we can be faithful to Jesus’ own words of 
encouragement, promise, and hope.  

Our Ukrainian brothers and sisters really did share their 
stories of ‘hope against hope’ last Sunday. I am only sorry 
that the far right ‘Reform’ members excited about the 
forthcoming elections were not represented or seen. They 
would send the Ukrainians back home, God forbid! 

So yes, the risen Christ is saying something quite radically 
different in how we interpret and translate truth and life 
itself, and how we can better sing words of freedom and 
liberation and convert our soloist’s song into a full orchestral 
echoing: of change and triumph and glory. That is after all, 
the Easter story and the Easter promise for the world! 



What we believe and do really IS a matter of life and death. 
Amen. 


