
4th Before Lent 

‘Almighty God, by whose grace alone we are accepted and called to 
your service: strengthen us by your Holy Spirit and make us worthy of 
our calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.’ 

It was first used as a baGle cry by King Richard 1 in 1198 at the baGle 
of Gisors, when he defeated the forces of Philip II of France and aOer 
he made it his moGo: ‘Dieu et mon droit’ – “God and my right.” 

Today, on the Accession of Queen Elizabeth II to the throne on 
February 6th in 1952, her Pla[num Jubilee as Supreme Governor of 
both Church and State, is duly launched. In this month’s edi[on of 
‘The Oldie’ (that’s what I read now sadly!), the former Rector of St 
Michael, Cornhill, and St Sepulchre-without-Newgate in the City of 
London said this: 

“When we salute or pray for Queen and country, we are salu[ng and 
praying for one and the same thing. The Queen embodies the na[on 
that is beyond the latest round of trade figures, the fluctua[ons in 
the value of the pound and the comings and goings of par[cular 
Prime Ministers.  

The laws of the land are the Queen’s laws, just as the language we 
speak is the Queen’s English. But her role is even more profound. 
Look at the first line of the order of service for the Queen’s 
Corona[on on 2nd June 1953: ‘In the morning upon the day of the 
Corona[on early, care is to be taken that the Ampulla be filled with 
Oil for the anoin[ng, and, together with the Spoon, be laid ready 
upon the Altar in the Abbey Church.’ 

This is about sacral kingship. The Corona[on rite refers back to the 
anoin[ng of kings in the Old Testament, to Samuel, Saul and David; 
and to when Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anointed 
Solomon King. Fiingly, Handel’s marvellous anthem by that name 
was sung at the Corona[on in the Abbey. This was a holy event. 



That’s why it’s extremely unlikely that the Queen will ever abdicate – 
she sees her work as a religious duty. As the Archbishop said, ‘Bless 
and sanc[fy thy chosen servant Elizabeth…Receive the Ring of kingly 
dignity and the seal of Catholic Faith.’” 

I wasn’t there by the way, because I wasn’t yet born! So I can say 
quite truthfully and proudly that Elizabeth 11 is the only Queen I 
have known! The other Elizabeth in my life (whose birthday she 
shares with the royal one), was invited to tea with me a few years 
ago: in the garden of Buckingham Palace - for a real tea party (not a 
Prime Minister to be seen)! Whenever I tell this tale, I do say that 
there were a few others there though, hundreds in fact – and we 
found ourselves on a table with Prunella Scales (who played Victoria 
rather well) and her charming husband and raconteur, Timothy West 
(who has played just about everyone)! The garden was overflowing 
that day with actors and clergy; apparently we have a lot in 
common…but I digress. 

I haven’t forgoGen today’s Gospel; it is extremely per[nent to this 
whole subject of voca[on and service, loyalty and love; for those first 
disciples there was no real dis[nc[on between the religious and the 
secular – discovering how the divine touches ordinary human lives. It 
just did in the dynamic presence of Jesus whether that experience 
was in a boat or on the beach or under a sycamore tree. ‘Dieu et mon 
droit’ – let’s make that link between church and state clearer, 
stronger and richer - because they are indeed inseparable. 

For the Queen, like us, our faith maGers and both influences and 
shapes the communi[es and ins[tu[ons and people we serve. This 
coming Lent, for example, we will hear from Chaplains in all walks of 
life who share Christ’s love and compassion in hospital, prison, rural 
communi[es, school, and the armed forces. What I love and admire 
about all that our Monarch has done, is that real giO of connec[ng 
with where people are, when they struggle and suffer but also when 



they celebrate and achieve great things. This coming year will be a 
wonderful opportunity to release one another’s giOs, to convert all 
our talking up green issues by actually plan[ng millions of trees, and 
taking a much harder look at our own lifestyles and life choices. How 
can we focus on the strengths of our local community and s[ll reach 
out and help those who oOen get leO behind? How can we achieve 
this throughout Suffolk? And a subject, dear to the Queen’s heart, 
her love for the Commonwealth: how do we draw different na[ons 
into a world that s[ll needs to be so much more accep[ng of 
different colours and creeds, enough to offer one another crowns of 
mutual respect and mutual support? These are Gospel ques[ons 
which require Gospel answers if you live in a castle or, you live in a 
terrace and, across every genera[on. They require wisdom and 
courage which only God can teach us and lead us, by His grace. 

Amen. 

 


