
TRINITY 8.2026 

Today’s Gospel is right up our local MP’s street! Jenny Riddell 
Carpenter has joined the Department for Environment, Food 
& Rural Affairs (DEFRA for short) - as a new minister. As a 
fellow Woodbridge resident of course, I sent her my warm 
congratulations!  

Here is Matthew at his most optimistic and least 
judgemental. Or is he? What is the kingdom of God like? Look 
around you…a mustard seed which grows into a tree, yeast 
which grows into one of Janet’s famous loaves at our Fairs…
like a treasure hidden in a field or a pearl of great price (let’s 
see what could still be discovered around our ancient 
boundary wall). 

And then we move from the rich arable land around us, to 
the deepest of seas with a fuller net of fish than the Fish-
box’s counter near the Co-op. 

Well it is all going swimmingly so far, until Matthew gets to 
his punch-line (as last week), whereby the righteous are 
separated from the unrighteous, the good are separated from 
evil. And that’s what Major Alan Hill was reiterating last week 
down by the quayside. If you look at the picture on your E-
News, you see two boxes, A & B, and guess what was inside? 
In the first box, ‘hell’ and in the second, ‘heaven’. If we don’t 
believe, it is box A for you. If you do believe and clap your 
hands, it is Box B for you! 

No wonder people felt uncomfortable, and on the spot – 
which didn’t chime at all with the rousing hymns and tunes! 



No wonder some people moved on or passed by quickly on 
the other side! No wonder, I am sorry to say, that this soap-
box style with its black and white message, made me very 
disappointed that judgement rather than mercy seems to 
take priority. I believe, and trust you do too, that the Gospel 
is good news because it is invitational.  

It is about Christ teaching us to seek, so that we may find the 
rich harvest of His love. It is about Christ teaching us that we 
reap what we sow. The end of the age is not ours to preach or 
know. Surely the present and pressing message is making the 
kingdom of God’s mercy and forgiveness known; to grow that 
kingdom by inviting everyone in to the service and worship of 
the Church, in every place, every nation. We share a Gospel 
of Hope and not damnation! 

You probably gather that last Sunday, ‘Churches Together’ 
missed another golden opportunity for a different kind of 
outreach, a gentler and kinder witness. And of course I am 
sad as well as angry about that, but in public I am not allowed 
to show such emotions. Fortunately, I had my hands full with 
my excited dog, Peggy, who was probably wondering if there 
was such a thing as a ‘doggy heaven’, I don’t know! She is 
certainly intelligent, like her owner! 

To return to where I began, the new responsibility being 
taken on by our own MP is also ours because our lifestyles, 
our choices we make on the environment, are actually crucial 
to our care and stewardship of the earth. The fruitfulness and 
sheer hard work of our farmers battling extreme 



temperatures needs to be praised; but the new ways in which 
we must take net zero targets as a matter of collective 
responsibility are urgent; the new ways in which we must 
overcome the waste sewage and pollution of our water 
supplies, our rivers, our flowing streams, is urgent. This is the 
time of year, sadly, when children are not safe to swim as in 
years gone by. Even our beaches are attributed different 
coloured flags to warn us of the safety risks involved. What 
did Albert Einstein say? “We cannot solve our problems with 
the same thinking we used when we created them.” So yes, 
there is so much more to do in conserving and protecting all 
things rural and that work begins at home, here in Suffolk. 

What, then, is the kingdom of God like? Hold on to those 
wonderful images like ‘the pearl of great price’, or the sheer 
richness and possibilities for a harvest for all whereby the 
seeds of faith do literally grow in God’s good, patient, time. 
When we look back on our own faith journeys, most of us 
would surely say that we didn’t wake up one day with an 
either/or instant decision or, choosing dramatically between 
a sunny box or a black one. I think, don’t you, of wonderful 
people who have helped us? Family, teachers or friends who 
encouraged us on the way, and invited us to be seekers? To 
taste and see that the Lord is the one who nurtures in us and 
grows in us the kernels of faith, hope, and love? These are 
the gifts which matter most in our faithful following, witness 
and proclamation of being sacraments of God’s love, each to 
the other: on the quayside, in the hot office, in the pub or 
down the Thoroughfare. ‘The main object of religion’ said 



Thomas Hardy, ‘is not to get a man into heaven, but to get 
heaven into him.’ Amen. 


